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A man holds a female greater honeyguide. 
© Claire Spottiswoode
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The relationship between humans and birds has undergone significant transformations over time, particularly in the 
contexts of managed, captive, tame, and domestic avian species. Investigations into the zooarchaeological records 
reveal complex interactions that reflect broader sociocultural developments. Birds have played diverse roles 
throughout human history, serving not only as companions but also as integral components of various ecological and 
agricultural systems.

A critical theme in this research is the evolutionary trajectory of domestication and its impact on bird species. Rather 
than a linear process, domestication is portrayed as a multifaceted phenomenon influenced by ecological preferences 
and human social structures. Specific bird species transitioned from wild habitats to managed environments, driven by 
utility—such as food production, companionship, and cultural symbolism. For example, ducks and chickens function as 
food sources while also participating in religious ceremonies and social rituals. These multifarious functions highlight 
the deep connections societies have fostered with various avian species.

Changing human lifestyles continue to reshape avian species, particularly with the rise of urbanization, which 
introduces a new paradigm in human-bird interactions. Urban environments create unique ecological niches for birds, 
resulting in a blend of domesticated and feral populations thriving in human-dominated landscapes. This urban 
dynamic affects the behaviors of both human and avian communities as they adapt and co-evolve within increasingly 
complex social contexts. Understanding these interactions is essential for conservation efforts, offering insights into 
managing species that inhabit urban areas.

An interdisciplinary approach is needed to study these relationships effectively. Collaborations among archaeologists, 
ornithologists, and sociocultural anthropologists can enhance understanding of the multilayered human-bird 
interactions that have developed over millennia. This integrative perspective is crucial for contextualizing ongoing issues 
of species conservation, domestication, and human influence in the Anthropocene epoch.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

Reference:
Yeomans, L. (2025). Zooarchaeology of Managed, Captive, Tame, and Domestic Birds: Shifts in Human–Avian 
Relationships. Journal of archaeological research, 1-42. 
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The discussion surrounding the 
origins of ornithology as a scientific 

discipline necessitates a deep dive into 
its historical texts. One of the seminal 

works in this field is "De Arte Venandi cum 
Avibus" (The Art of Hunting with Birds) 

commissioned by the Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick II of Hohenstaufen around 1248 CE. This 

scholarly work is often recognized as the first authoritative textbook on ornithology. Its contribution extends beyond 
falconry to include broader ornithological concepts that resonate through the ages.

Frederick II, a prominent ruler and Holy Roman Emperor, was known for his broad intellect, encompassing governance, 
military strategy, and significant advances in natural observation. His approach to studying birds involved rigorous 
observations and direct experiments, which distinguished him from prior thinkers, such as Aristotle. Frederick 
expressed criticism of classical authorities and relied on empirical evidence gathered from nature, positioning himself 
as a precursor to what would later be recognized as the scientific method. His treatise transcends merely being a 
falconry manual, delving into avian ecology, anatomy, and behavior.

The importance of "De Arte Venandi cum Avibus" primarily lies in its first book, which addresses the anatomy and life 
history of birds in expansive detail. This section contains numerous chapters that cover critical topics related to avian 
life, including plumage changes during breeding seasons and the ecological contexts of bird behavior. Frederick’s 
observations on bird coloration demonstrate his awareness of ecological relationships, indicating a remarkable early 
understanding of concepts that would later relate to natural selection.

However, the text faced substantial suppression following 
Frederick's contentious relationship with the Catholic 
Church, leading to its obscurity for centuries. It was 
not until translations began in the early 14th 
century that the work re-emerged into the public 
domain, allowing subsequent generations of 
scholars access to its profound insights on bird 
behavior and ecology. The printing of a Latin 
edition in 1596 marked a revival, yet the text 
remained relatively unknown to influential 
ornithologists like Gesner and Aldrovandi in the 
16th century.
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Subsequent rediscoveries in the 1700s prompted new German 
translations, but it was not until the groundbreaking English 
translation by Marjorie Fyfe and Casey Wood in 1943 that "De Arte 
Venandi cum Avibus" gained notable popularity. This translation 
made Frederick’s observations and methodologies accessible to 
the English-speaking academic community, enhancing 
contemporary understandings of ornithology.

In considering whether Frederick's work can be identified as the 
first ornithological textbook, we must assess its utility and 
readership. Although he laid a substantial foundation for 
ornithological studies, much of his work went underutilized for 
centuries due to suppression. Therefore, while his treatise 
displayed characteristics of an academic textbook—structured, 
observational, and comprehensive—it did not meet the criterion 
of widespread use at that time. In contrast, John Ray’s 
"Ornithologia," published in 1676, stands out as the first 
disseminated ornithological textbook, benefiting from a broader 
readership and greater scholarly impact.

Ray structured his work to systematically categorize and describe 
numerous bird species, ensuring it became a central text for 
ornithology over the following two centuries. His verbatim 
descriptions and illustrations significantly contributed to its 
usability as a teaching resource. Consequently, while "De Arte Venandi cum Avibus" is foundational in 
ornithological history, John Ray’s work constitutes a definitive moment in which ornithology transitioned from 
ancient theory to empirical science.

As we examine the evolution of ornithological literature, it is crucial to appreciate the context of Frederick II’s 
endeavors. His pioneering spirit depicted in "De Arte Venandi cum Avibus" offers insight into early scientific 
inquiry, foreshadowing methodologies that would develop in the frameworks of biological science. Thus, 
Frederick can be appropriately credited with laying the groundwork for subsequent ornithological studies.

While Frederick II’s "De Arte Venandi cum Avibus" can accurately be termed the first textbook of ornithology due 
to its observational rigor and expansive content, the delayed acknowledgment and utilization of this work in the 
scholarly community raise questions about its immediate impact. Conversely, John Ray’s systematic 
categorization solidified the transition into modern ornithology, making it equally significant in the history of the 
subject. Therefore, both works hold important places in scientific literature—not as competitors but as 
complementary contributions to the rich narrative of ornithological history. 

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 
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© Wikipedia
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Snakeskin in a House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) nest
© Vanya Rohwer
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Recent research has revealed that 
some cavity-nesting birds adorn 
their nests with shed snake skin not 
merely for aesthetic reasons but as a 
strategy to ward off potential 
predators. This finding underscores a 
significant behavioral adaptation among 
these birds.

The study, which integrated both 
contemporary and historical data, indicates that 
birds that construct nests in 
cavities—characterized by small entry points—are 
more inclined to incorporate shed snake skins compared to their 
open-cup nesting counterparts. This practice appears to play a role in reducing the likelihood of nest predation.

The rationale behind this behavior is rooted in the evolutionary dynamics between small-bodied predators and snakes. 
Many of these predators tend to be prey for snakes, which may instill a fear of snake skin in them when encountered in 
a nesting environment. This apprehension could influence their decision to approach or enter a nest.

Historically, birdwatchers have noted the presence of snake skins in nests, particularly in cavity-nesting species, yet 
empirical testing of this phenomenon had been lacking until now. Researchers aimed to determine the potential 
benefits of incorporating snake skin, exploring various hypotheses: its ability to deter nest predation, mitigate the 
presence of harmful ectoparasites, alter microbial communities favorably, or serve as an indicator of parental 
investment in offspring.

Among these hypotheses, the evidence strongly supported the idea that snake skin reduces predation risk, especially in 
cavity nests. To investigate this, researchers simulated nesting conditions by placing quail eggs in over 60 nest boxes and 
80 inactive American robin nests within a designated study area. Some nests were adorned with snake skins, while 
others were left without.

Over a two-week period, the nests were monitored, and trail cameras documented the activity surrounding them. 
Findings revealed that open-cup nests experienced visits from a variety of small mammals and avian predators. In 
contrast, only small mammals, specifically flying squirrels, approached the cavity nests with snake skins. The results 
indicated that nests incorporating snake skin had a significantly higher survival rate for the eggs during the observation 
period. The use of snake skin provides a marked advantage in protecting eggs within cavity nests, emphasizing the 
adaptive significance of this behavior in the avian world.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

Reference:
Rohwer, V. G., Houtz, J. L., Vitousek, M. N., Bailey, R. L., and Miller, E. T. (2025). The evolution of using shed snake skin 
in bird nests. The American Naturalist, 205(2).
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Bengalese finches (Lonchura striata domestica)
© www.serenityusa.com
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Recent advancements in modeling techniques have 
drawn intriguing parallels between birdsong and 
human language, enhancing our understanding of the 
neurobiological foundations of communication. A new 
methodology trains on recordings of bird vocalizations, 
particularly those of Bengalese finches (Lonchura striata 
domestica), to create accurate reproductions of their songs. 
This research illuminates the structural organization of birdsong, 
providing valuable insights into the neural mechanisms that 
underpin human language.

Much like humans arrange words into grammatically correct sentences, 
birds utilize sets of notes known as syllables, which they combine in limited yet meaningful ways. The sequences of these 
syllables exhibit context dependence, where the meaning or structure of a song often relies on what has been previously 
sung. This resemblance suggests birds may serve as a viable model for exploring the neurobiology of language.

A recent study analyzed recorded songs from multiple Bengalese finches, focusing on the patterns and probabilities of 
syllable combinations. By employing a sophisticated statistical approach known as a Partially Observable Markov Model, 
researchers were able to account for context dependence more effectively than traditional methods. This model begins with 
a syllable and maps out potential following syllables, assigning probabilities to each transition based on observed sequences.

The findings revealed that all studied birds demonstrated context-dependent syllable transitions, highlighting its significance 
in birdsong. However, the degree of context dependence varied among individuals, potentially influenced by both neural 
factors and the learning process from their song tutors.

To further investigate the neurobiological aspects of context dependence, researchers examined the songs of birds that lacked 
auditory feedback. In these cases, a notable decrease in context dependence was observed, indicating that self-listening plays 
a crucial role in the development of complex song structures. This suggests that the auditory feedback mechanism is integral 
to how birds adjust their vocalizations, potentially paralleling the neural processes involved in human language.

This innovative modeling approach not only enhances the analysis of birdsong but also has implications for studying other 
animal vocalizations and behavioral sequences. Remarkably, the same modeling techniques have been applied to human 
language, producing largely grammatical text. While the goal is not to create a new generative language model, the 
successful application of similar methods in both domains raises thought-provoking questions about the uniqueness of 
human language.

As research continues, the exploration of the connections between birdsong and human communication may reveal deeper 
insights into the evolution of language and cognition, challenging long-held views about the exceptional nature of human 
linguistic capabilities.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

Reference:
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Tim Birkhead's "The Great Auk: Its Extraordinary Life, Hideous Death and Mysterious 
Afterlife" engages deeply with the historical, biological and cultural narratives 
surrounding the extinct species Pinguinus impennis, a flightless bird that once 
thrived in the North Atlantic. The book intricately weaves the species' biological, 
historical, and cultural narratives, offering a thorough understanding of its extinction 
and enduring legacy.

The Great Auk was a goose-sized bird perfectly adapted for life at sea, characterized by 
its substantial body, dense feathers, and remarkable diving abilities. However, its 
flightlessness rendered it vulnerable to human exploitation. Historical accounts reveal 
that once sailors discovered its remote breeding colonies, such as Funk Island off 
northeast Newfoundland, the species faced unimaginable slaughter. By the turn of the 
19th century, the auks of Funk Island had vanished, leading to a frantic scramble 
among private collectors to acquire the remains of the final birds. This pursuit 
exemplified a tragic, unthinking destruction of one of nature's extraordinary creations.

Birkhead details the Great Auk's unique adaptations, particularly its two brood patches, 
which likely enhanced incubation efficiency for its pyriform eggs. Morphological studies 
further link the size and shape of Great Auk eggs to evolutionary traits within the 
Alcidae family, providing insight into the species' reproductive strategies and survival 
mechanisms. The bird’s extinction in 1844 marked not the end of its story, but the 
beginning of a remarkable afterlife. Skins, eggs, and skeletons became the focus of 
collectors, revealing a pathological craving and unscrupulous dealings that persist to 
this day. This ongoing quest for the Great Auk’s remains underscores its status as a 
symbol of human folly and the critical need for conservation.

Birkhead explores the emotional and cultural implications of the Great Auk's loss, 
framing it as a cautionary tale about the impact of human activity on biodiversity. 
The bird has transcended its ecological significance to become emblematic within 
conservation discourse, illustrating the broader consequences of human actions on 
the environment.

The narrative also examines the evolving representation of the Great Auk in museum 
contexts, highlighting how its remains have transitioned from biological specimens 
to cultural artifacts that inform current ecological awareness. This shift underscores 
society's recognition of the ramifications of extinction and the importance of 
conservation efforts.

Through genetic studies, Birkhead elucidates demographic patterns that contributed 
to the Great Auk's extinction, reinforcing the need for contemporary conservation 
strategies informed by historical precedents. His work serves as a reminder of the critical responsibility ornithologists and 
conservationists bear in preventing similar fates for vulnerable species.

"The Great Auk" is a significant contribution to ornithological literature, providing a nuanced exploration of a species whose 
extinction reflects broader issues in conservation. Tim Birkhead skillfully combines biological research with cultural history, 
prompting important reflections on human stewardship of the natural world. This book is essential reading for those 
engaged in the study of avian species and conservation.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

Book Details: 
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The Great Auk - Its Extraordinary Life, Hideous Death and 
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Return of the Condor: The Race to Save Our Largest Bird from Extinction 
by John Moir
Chronicles the early conservation efforts to protect the California condor, showcasing the 
dedication of the Ventana Wildlife Society. 
Book Info - 
The Lyons Press
(October 1, 2006)
272 pages
ISBN: 978-1592289493

1

The Osprey by Tim Mackrill
The most comprehensive resource on ospreys, this book includes detailed research on their 
migration and habits, ideal for both enthusiasts and scholars. 
Book Info - 
Bloomsbury Publishing
(Feb 29, 2024)
304 pages
ISBN: 978-1472919915

2

A Birdwatcher’s Guide to Norway: Where, when and how to find 
Scandinavia’s most sought-after birds by Jørn A. D. F. H. 
Hellevang 
A detailed guide to birdwatching locations in Norway and Svalbard, featuring updated maps and 
comprehensive species information. 
Available at - 
https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/birdwatchers-guide-to-norway 

3

Birds and Flowers: An Intimate 50 million Year Relationship by 
Jeff Ollerton
This groundbreaking work examines the intricate relationships between birds and flowering 
plants, emphasizing their ecological significance. 
Available at - 
https://pelagicpublishing.com/collections/zoology/products/birds-and-flowers 

4

The Painted Stork: Exploring Ecology and Conservation in India 
by Abdul Jamil Urfi
An insightful look into the ecology and conservation of the Painted Stork, addressing its role as an 
environmental indicator and its urban nesting behaviors. 
Available at -
 https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/the-painted-stork 

5

Top 10 Must-Read Bird Books
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Low-Carbon Birding edited by Javier Caletrío 
A collection of 30 voices exploring sustainable birdwatching practices, sharing personal stories 
that celebrate nature while addressing climate change. An essential read for responsible birders. 
Available at - 
https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/low-carbon-birding 

6

Field Guide to the Birds of North America by Miles McMullan
This compact guide features 1,100 species with over 6,000 illustrations and color-coded maps, 
making it user-friendly for birders of all levels. A must-have for field identification. 
Available at - 
https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/field-guide-to-the-birds-of-north-america 

7

The California Condor: A Saga of Natural History and 
Conservation by N and H Snyder 
An in-depth exploration of the California condor's history and conservation efforts, detailing the 
challenges and successes faced. 
Book Info – 
Academic Press, 
San Diego, 2000
ISBN 10: 0126540055 / ISBN 13: 978012654005

8

Bird Senses: How and What Birds See, Hear, Smell, Taste and Feel 
by Graham R. Martin
An exploration of bird sensory experiences, highlighting how they interact with their 
environment. Richly illustrated, this book offers insights beneficial for birdwatchers and 
naturalists. 
Available at -
https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/bird-senses? 

9

The Vanishing Mew Gull: A Guide to the Bird Names of the 
Western Palaearctic by Ray Reedman 
This essential reference outlines the latest taxonomic changes for nearly 1,100 species in the 
Western Palaearctic, clarifying both vernacular and scientific names for bird enthusiasts. 
Available at - 
https://pelagicpublishing.com/products/the-vanishing-mew-gull 

10

Top 10 Must-Read Bird Books
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IOU Members enjoy 30% discounts
on books by Pelagic Publishing

IOU Members enjoy 10% discount on the
following book by New Holland Publishers

IOU Members enjoy 20% discount on
the following Rosemary Low book through

her own bookshop 
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“A bird sitting on a tree is never
afraid of the branch breaking,

because her trust is not on the branch
but on her own wings.” — Anonymous

“

“
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The Big Year (2011) 
Starring: Steve Martin, Jack Black, Owen Wilson
Directed by: David Frankel
Runtime: 1h 40min (Trailer) 

As the most renowned film focused on birding, The Big Year features 
an impressive ensemble cast and is based on Mark Obmascik’s 
acclaimed 2004 book. The narrative chronicles the journey of three 
passionate birders competing to document the highest number of 
species within a single calendar year. While the film offers an 
entertaining experience suitable for family audiences, it falters in 
ornithological precision. Instances such as the appearance of a 
Pink-footed Goose in Colorado's mountainous region and the 
portrayal of birders seeking Semipalmated Plovers and Northern 
Shovelers on Attu may elicit eye rolls from viewers. Nonetheless, the 
film celebrates the joy of birdwatching.

Available for rent on Amazon, YouTube, Google Play, iTunes, and other 
platforms.

1

A Birder’s Guide to Everything (2013) 
Starring: Kodi Smit-McPhee, James Le Gros, Daniela Lavender, Ben 
Kingsley
Directed by: Rob Meyer
Runtime: 1h 26min (Trailer)

This heartwarming narrative follows a group of adolescent birders as 
they endeavor to locate a Labrador Duck, a species long believed to be 
extinct. The film balances humor with contemplations on love and 
loss, while excelling in its ornithological accuracy. Birds such as the 
Black-throated Green and Canada Warblers are correctly identified in 
the opening credits, accompanied by their respective vocalizations. 
The film even features a cameo by renowned birding figure Kenn 
Kaufman, solidifying its authenticity.

Available for rent on YouTube, Amazon, Google Play, iTunes, and other 
platforms.

2

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=UZkdWp3CB6Gk_QasloOQAg&q=A+Birder%E2%80%99s+Guide+to+Everything+watch+online

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=oJgdWuzVLYjF_QbJlICoBQ&q=the+big+year+watch+online

MOVIES

Must-Watch Bird Films



EVENTDATE FOR MORE INFORMATION

September 2 - 3, 2025 Annual Meeting of the British Ecological 
Societies Movement Ecology Special 
Interest Group, University of 
East Anglia, UK

https://bou.org.uk/event/
besmovesig25/  

September 10 - 12, 2025 10th Hole-nesting Birds Conference 2025, 
Olomouc, Czech Republic

https://zoologie.upol.cz/hnb-2025/ 

September 26 - 29, 2025 International Wader Study Group Annual 
Conference, Groningen, Netherlands

https://www.waderstudygroup.org/
conferences/2025-groningen-
netherlands/ 

September 29 -
October 3, 2025

49th Annual Meeting of the Waterbird 
Society, Traverse City, Michigan, USA 

https://wbs2025meeting.dryfta.com/
registration 

October 14 - 18, 2025 2025 Annual Meeting of the Raptor 
Research Foundation, San Jose, 
Costa Rica

https://wbs2025meeting.dryfta.com/
registration 

October 13 - 17, 2025 15th International Effects of Oil on
Wildlife Conference, Cape Town,
 South Africa

https://eow-conference.org/ 

October 14 - 18, 2025 2025 Annual Meeting of the Raptor 
Research Foundation, San Jose, Costa Rica

https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/
events/ 

March 31, 2026 -
April 2, 2026

BOU 2026 Annual Conference, University 
of Nottingham, UK & Zoom & Bluesky

https://bou.org.uk/event/birds-and-
people-bou2026/ 

September 7 - 10, 2026 4th World Seabird Conference in
Hobart, Tasmania

https://worldseabirdunion.org/world-
seabird-conference/ 
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Be Sure to Register in Time
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VENUE & COURSE / WORKSHOP DETAILS FOR MORE INFORMATION

Aves Argentinas - Courses https://www.avesargentinas.org.ar/cursos 

Bird Alliance - Courses and Workshops https://birdalliance.in/ba-category/courses-workshops/ 

Bird Banding Opportunities https://www.westernbirdbanding.org/bird-banding-opportunities 

Bird Identification and Survey - Courses http://www.earthquestcanada.ca/Birdcourses.htm 

Bird Identification online course https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/training/
online-courses/bird-identification-online-course/ 

Bird Keeping (Aviculture) https://www.acs.edu.au/courses/bird-keeping-
aviculture-707.aspx 

Bird Language Online Courses https://www.naturaliststudies.com/bird-language-
courses 

Bird Monitoring and Banding Workshops https://rpbo.org/what-we-do/training/bird-monitoring-
and-banding-workshop/ 

Birds Canada Workshops and Webinars https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/training-
and-workshops 

Birds Queensland bird identification courses https://birdsqueensland.org.au/activities/courses/ 

BlackAFinSTEM - Webinars https://www.blackafinstem.com/virtual-2023 

British Trust for Ornithology Workshops https://www.bto.org/community/events 

https://donorbox.org/hbjuly29 

ITEC Birding Program https://itec-edu.org/itec-birding-program/ 

NABC Banding Workshop and Certification in Belize https://www.ecorana.ca/bird-banding-apprenticeship/

Nature Trails and Workshops - Bombay Natural 
History Society 

https://www.bnhs.org/nature-trails 

Raptor Research Foundation Workshops https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/current-
conference/workshops/ 

Training Directory: Identification and Field 
Survey Skills - Ornithology Short Courses

Vancouver Avian Research Centre - Workshops https://www.birdvancouver.com/bird-identification-
workshop/ 

WildResearch Workshops https://wildresearch.ca/training/ 

https://www.birdpop.org/pages/birdBandingClasses.php 

IBP-facilitated Beginner and Advanced banding classes https://www.birdpop.org/pages/birdBandingClasses.php 

Field Studies Council - Courses https://www.field-studies-council.org/courses-and-
experiences/subjects/birds-courses/ 
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Hummingbird Banding 

IBP-facilitated Beginner and Advanced banding classes

https://www.countryside-jobs.com/training/identification
-and-field-survey-skills-ornithology 

https://ornithologyexchange.org/forums/forum/151-workshops-short-courses-
and-other-training-opportunities/ 

For more information, visit 

COURSES, WORKSHOPS, AND WEBINARS
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Bird Conservancy of the Rockies - Job Opportunities https://www.birdconservancy.org/about-us/employment/ 

Birder Certification and jobs https://birdercertification.org/birding-projects.php 

BirdLife International - Careers https://www.birdlife.org/careers-hub/ 

Birds Canada Job opportunities https://www.birdscanada.org/about-us/job-opportunities 

Bombay Natural History Society Jobs https://www.bnhs.org/career 

Careers in Ecology and Ornithology - UK and Ireland https://www.rpsgroup.com/consulting-uki/careers-in-
ecology-and-ornithology/ 

Conservation Job Board https://www.conservationjobboard.com/ 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Job Opportunities https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/jobs/#staff 

Delta Waterfowl - Job Board https://deltawaterfowl.org/careers/ 

ECO Canada - Ornithology jobs https://eco.ca/new-practitioners/employment-support/
job-board/ 

Ecological Society of America Jobs https://www.esacareercenter.org/ 

Environmental Science Careers and Other Green Jobs https://jobs.environmentalscience.org/

National Wildlife Federation - Job Board https://www.nwf.org/Home/About-Us/Careers 

Ornithology Exchange Job Board https://ornithologyexchange.org/jobs/board/ 

Pacific Seabird Group Job Postings https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/category/news/
job-postings/ 

Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural 
History (SACON) - Job Board

https://www.sacon.in/careers/ 

Society for Conservation Biology Job Board https://careers.conbio.org/jobs/avian-ornithology/ 

The Wildlife Society Career Center https://careers.wildlife.org/home/ 

Wild Bird Trust - Careers https://www.wildbirdtrust.com/careers/all 

Work Cabin - Conservation Job Board  https://www.workcabin.ca/ 

Ornithological Societies of North America - Job Board https://www.bioblogia.net/2012/11/jobs-for-
ornithologists-osna.html 

Natural Resources Job Board https://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/job-board/ 

National Audubon Society - Job Opportunities https://careers-audubon.icims.com/jobs/ 

37THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION VOLUME 7   •   ISSUE 1   •   MAY 2025   •   ISSN 3006-9890

DETAILS FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://ornithologyexchange.org/jobs/board/ 

For more information, visit 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
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AAV Wild Bird Health Research Fund from the Association of Avian Veterinarians supports research projects that 
have a direct impact on the health and welfare of wild birds. The award amount is up to $5,000 and the application 
deadline is 1 February each year. https://www.aav.org/page/research 

ABC Conservation Awards from the African Bird Club support small and medium-sized bird conservation projects in 
Africa. Applicants should normally be resident in Africa. The award amount is up to £1,500 and the application 
deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year.
https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation/awards 

ABC Expedition Award from the African Bird Club supports expeditions that take place within continental Africa or 
adjacent islands, with a strong base in conservation and birds. The award amount is up to £2,000 and the application 
deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year.
https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation/expeditions 

The Atlas Fund Scholarships are travel grants offered by the Québec Breeding Bird Atlas to experienced volunteer 
birdwatchers who survey remote squares in northern Québec. The amount granted for a project usually varies 
between $1,000 and $3,000. https://www.quebecoiseaux.org/fr/fonds-atlas 

Birds Australia Research Grants from BirdLife Australia support research projects that contribute to the conservation 
of Australian birds and their habitats. The award amount ranges from $1,000 to $5,000 and the application deadline 
is 31 March each year. https://birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/grants 

Conference attendance grants from the BOU support students and early career researchers to attend international 
ornithological conferences. The award amount is up to £500 and the application deadlines vary depending on the 
conference. https://bou.org.uk/funding/conference-attendance-grants/ 

Colorado Field Ornithologists Youth Scholarships provide financial help to young Colorado birders to attend 
summer camps, workshops, and training programs that introduce them to science and nature through the study of 
birds. Scholarships typically range from $200-$800.
https://cobirds.org/grants-scholarships/#application-information 

Craig S. Harrison Conservation Fund - to advance the conservation of seabirds by providing funds or supplies to 
individuals from developing countries as well as those from elsewhere working in those developing countries 
primarily in or bordering the Pacific Ocean.
https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/grants/general-instructions/

The E. Alexander Bergstrom Memorial Research Award from the Association of Field Ornithologists (AFO) supports 
field studies of birds by helping to support research or analyses. The award amount is up to $2,500 and the 
application deadline is 15 February each year. https://afonet.org/grants-awards/bergstrom-award/ 

Holsworth Wildlife Research Endowment from the Ecological Society of Australia supports postgraduate students 
to conduct research in ecology, wildlife management, and natural history studies. The award amount is up to $7,500 
and the application deadlines are 31 March and 31 August each year. 
https://www.ecolsoc.org.au/awards-and-prizes/holsworth-wildlife-research-endowment 
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GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

APPLY NOW



T H E  I O U  F L U T T E R

In collaboration with The International Ornithologists' Union (IOU), Hunan Global Messenger Technology Co., Ltd 
(Henceforth 'Global Messenger') is offering the Global Messenger Equipment Grants for animal tracking equipment 
to bird researchers. Each grant is for five tracking devices, which researchers may select from the current list of 
tracking devices available. Each grant will amount to approximately $5000 in retail value.  
https://ousurvey.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iPqYhWkhyXPCHI 

The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund supports projects that focus on individual species conservation 
initiatives, recognize leaders in the field, and elevate the importance of species in the broader conservation debate. 
The award amount is up to $25,000 and the application deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year. 
https://www.speciesconservation.org/grants/ 

Norman Wettenhall Foundation Small Environmental Grant Scheme supports groups or individuals undertaking 
projects that will make a positive difference to the natural living environment in Australia. The award amount is up to 
$10,000 and the application deadlines are quarterly. https://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/ 

The Oregon Fund for Ornithology is a grant program that supports projects related to the study, education, and 
conservation of birds and birding in Oregon. The fund offers up to $1,000 for each project that aligns with OBA’s 
mission. https://oregonbirding.org/oregon-fund-for-ornithology/ 

OSME Conservation Fund from the Ornithological Society of the Middle East, the Caucasus, and Central Asia 
supports bird conservation projects in the OSME region, which includes parts of East Asia such as Mongolia, China, 
and Japan. The award amount is up to £2,000 and the application deadlines are 31 January and 31 July each year. 
https://osme.org/grants/conservation-fund/ 

Rufford Small Grants for Nature Conservation support small nature/biodiversity conservation projects and pilot 
programs in developing countries. The award amount is up to £8,000 and the application deadline is continuous. 
https://www.rufford.org/apply-for-grant 

Each year the Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology (SNVB) provides one scholarship of up to $1000 to an 
undergraduate or graduate student conducting vertebrate research within the geographic scope of the society: 
northwestern North America west of the Great Plains and north of the Mojave Desert. SNVB is offering two $1000 
scholarships now. http://thesnvb.org/scholarship/ 

Student Research Grant seeks to aid student-led research in the promotion of up-and-coming scholar members of 
the Pacific Seabird Group. The PSG Student Research Grant typically funds at least three grants, one grant per degree 
level (bachelor, master, doctoral). Past grant awards were between $500 and $1000.
https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/student-research-grant/ 

Texas Ornithological Society awards research grants each year to researchers and graduate students studying the 
birds of Texas. https://www.texasbirds.org/about-tos/grants/ 

The Tropical Biology Association Small Grant Scheme supports TBA alumni groups to assist them with their 
conservation projects and to strengthen their proficiency in natural resource management and research. They are 
particularly interested in innovative ideas and approaches that will lead to real outcomes. The award amount is up to 
£2,300 and the application deadline is 30 April each year. 
https://www.tropical-biology.org/opportunities/tba-small-grants/ 

The Waterbird Society awards grants for research in the science and conservation of waterbirds. 
https://waterbirds.org/research-grants/ 

Western Bird Banding Association offers up to two $500-1,000 grants each year, usually one for research and the 
other for monitoring, for individuals and/or organizations engaged in projects in the New World using marked birds.
https://www.westernbirdbanding.org/research-grants 

The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology sponsors several grants to support ornithological research by students and 
professionals, promote the study of birds by youth, enhance our knowledge of Wisconsin wetlands, and implement 
shorebird management activities. https://wsobirds.org/what-we-do/grants 

The Yukon Bird Club Conservation Scholarship is an annual award of $500 for a Yukon University student who 
demonstrates interest and motivation in environmental conservation related to birds and their habitats.
https://yukonbirds.ca/yukon-bird-club-conservation-scholarship/ 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is a reasonably up-to-date database of recurring grants, awards, prizes, scholarships, 
fellowships, etc. in the field of ornithology. For more information, 
visit https://ornithologyexchange.org/ 
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The Andersen Memorial Award for Raptor Research is given by the Raptor Research Foundation to the best student 
oral and poster presentations at their annual meeting. The award can only be given to a student once per degree and 
the student must be the senior author and presenter of the paper or poster. The poster award receives $175 and 1 
year of free membership to RRF. https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/grants-awards/andersen-memorial-award/ 

The James R. Koplin Travel Award is an award given by the Raptor Research Foundation (RRF) to up to six students 
who are the senior authors and presenters of a paper or poster to be presented at the RRF meeting for which travel 
funds are requested. The award includes up to $500 and a free 1-year membership to RRF. The application deadline 
is the same as the abstract submission deadline for the RRF meeting.
https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/grants-awards/koplin-travel-award/ 

The William Brewster Memorial Award is given each year to the author or coauthors of the most meritorious body 
of work on birds of the Western Hemisphere published during the past ten years. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/william-brewster-memorial-award/ 

The Loye and Alden Miller Research Award is given for lifetime achievement in ornithological research. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/loye-and-alden-miller-research-award/ 

The Elliott Coues Award recognizes outstanding and innovative contributions to ornithological research, regardless 
of the geographic location of the work.
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/elliott-coues-award/ 

The Ralph W. Schreiber Conservation Award recognizes extraordinary scientific contributions to the conservation, 
restoration, or preservation of birds and/or their habitats. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/ralph-w-schreiber-conservation-award/ 

The CFO Awards are annual awards given by the Colorado Field Ornithologists (CFO) to honor individuals and 
organizations for their service to Colorado’s avian diversity. The awards are presented at the CFO annual convention, 
which will be held jointly with the Western Field Ornithologists (WFO). https://cobirds.org/awards/ 

The Doris Heustis Speirs Award is presented annually to an individual who has made outstanding lifetime 
contributions to Canadian ornithology. https://www.sco-soc.ca/doris-heustis-speirs-award 

The Jamie Smith Memorial Mentoring Award honors established ornithologists from academia, industry, 
non-government, or government agencies in recognition of excellence in mentoring a new generation of 
professional or amateur biologists. https://www.sco-soc.ca/jamie-smith-memorial-mentoring-award

The Early Career Researcher Award honors fledgling ornithologists from academia, industry, and non-government 
or government agencies who show strong potential for future leadership in Canadian ornithology. 
https://www.sco-soc.ca/early-career-researcher-award 

The Taverner Awards are awarded annually to those with limited or no access to major funding, regardless of 
professional status, who are undertaking ornithological work in Canada. https://www.sco-soc.ca/taverner-awards 

The Franz Haffer Award is given to an individual who has made a significant and long-term contribution to the study 
of Neotropical birds. The award consists of a plaque and a lifetime membership to the Neotropical Ornithological 
Society (NOS). https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/franz-haffer-award/. 

The John Terborgh Award is given to an individual who has made a significant contribution to the conservation of 
Neotropical birds and their habitats. The award consists of a plaque and a lifetime membership to the Neotropical 
Ornithological Society (NOS). https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/john-terborgh-award/. 

The Ned K. Johnson Young Investigator Award is given to an early-career researcher who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the study of Neotropical birds. The award consists of a plaque, a cash prize, and a one-year 
membership to the Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS). 
https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/ned-k-johnson-young-investigator-award/. 

The Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS) Student Awards are given to students who present outstanding oral 
or poster presentations at the biennial  Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS) congress. The awards consist of 
certificates and cash prizes. https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/nos-student-awards/. 

The F.M. Bailey Lifetime Achievement Award is an award given by the New Mexico Ornithological Society (NMOS) 
to recognize individuals who have made significant lifetime contributions to New Mexico’s ornithological knowledge, 
the promotion of the value of birds, both aesthetic and economic, effective conservation of the state’s avifauna, 
and/or the NMOS. http://www.nmbirds.org/fmbailey-award/ 
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The Waterbird Society awards individuals for outstanding contributions to waterbird science, exemplary service to 
the Society, and students for excellence in presentations and assistance for travel to the annual meetings.
https://waterbirds.org/awards/ 

The EOU Awards are awarded by the European Ornithologists’ Union (EOU) to recognize outstanding contributions 
to ornithology in Europe. Some of the awards are the EOU Medal, the EOU Early Career Researcher Award, the EOU 
Outstanding Service Award, and the EOU Student Award. https://eounion.org/awards/. 

The Marsh Awards for Ornithology are awarded by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) to recognize individuals 
who have made significant contributions to ornithological research, conservation, or communication in the UK or 
abroad. Some of the awards are the Marsh Award for Ornithology, the Marsh Award for International Ornithology, 
the Marsh Award for Local Ornithology, and the Marsh Award for Innovative Ornithology. 
https://bto.org/community/grants-and-funding/marsh-awards. 

The BOU Awards are awarded by the British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) to support ornithological research and 
communication in various ways. Some of the awards are the BOU Career Development Bursary, the BOU Small 
Research Grants, the BOU Conference Bursaries, and the BOU Science Communication Award. 
https://www.bou.org.uk/grants-and-bursaries/. 

The DO-G Awards are awarded by the German Ornithologists’ Society (DO-G) to honor outstanding achievements in 
ornithology. Some of the awards are the Erwin Stresemann Prize, the Wolfgang Makatsch Medal, and the DO-G 
Poster Prize. https://www.do-g.de/en/awards/. 

The NOF Awards are awarded by the Nordic Society Oikos (NOF) to acknowledge excellence in ornithological 
research and communication in Scandinavia. Some of the awards are the NOF Honorary Membership, the NOF Best 
Paper Award, and the NOF Best Student Presentation Award. https://www.nordic-society-oikos.org/awards.

The D. L. Serventy Medal is awarded by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (BirdLife Australia) to a person 
who has rendered outstanding service to ornithology in the Australasian region. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/d-l-serventy-medal

The John Hobbs Medal is awarded by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (BirdLife Australia) to a person who 
has made an outstanding contribution to ornithological research in the Australasian region. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/john-hobbs-medal 

The W. Roy Wheeler Medallion is awarded by Bird Observation and Conservation Australia (BOCA) to a person who 
has made an outstanding contribution to ornithology in Australia. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/w-roy-wheeler-medallion

The S.G. ‘Bill’ Lane Award is awarded by Charles Sturt University (CSU) to a person who has made an outstanding 
contribution to ornithology in Australia or internationally.  
https://about.csu.edu.au/community/graham-centre/news-events/news/news-archive/2019-news/s-g-bill-lane-aw
ard-for-excellence-in-ornithology 

The Robert Falla Memorial Award is awarded by the Ornithological Society of New Zealand (OSNZ) to recognize 
individuals or groups who have made outstanding contributions towards ornithology and conservation in New 
Zealand or the South Pacific region. https://www.osnz.org.nz/robert-falla-memorial-award 

The ABC Conservation Awards are awarded by the African Bird Club (ABC) to support small and medium-sized 
conservation projects in Africa. https://www.africanbirdclub.org/projects/conservation-fund.

The ABC Expedition Award is awarded by the African Bird Club (ABC) to support expeditions that contribute 
significantly to knowledge of African birds. https://www.africanbirdclub.org/projects/expedition-fund. 

The Salim Ali National Award for Nature Conservation is awarded by the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) to 
an individual who has made significant contributions to nature conservation in India. The award is named after Salim 
Ali, a renowned Indian ornithologist and naturalist. 
https://bnhs.org/awards/salim-ali-national-award-for-nature-conservation/ 

The Salim Ali Award for Ornithology is awarded by the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) to an individual who 
has made outstanding contributions to ornithology in India. The award is also named after Salim Ali and consists of a 
medal and a citation. https://www.insaindia.res.in/awards.php?award_id=18 

The Yamashina Yoshimaro Award is awarded by the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology (YIO) to an individual who 
has made remarkable achievements in ornithology or related fields in Japan or abroad. The award is named after 
Yamashina Yoshimaro, a Japanese ornithologist and founder of YIO. 
https://www.yamashina.or.jp/english/award.html 

42

EUROPE

AUSTRALIA

AFRICA

ASIA



T H E  I O U  F L U T T E R

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION VOLUME 7   •   ISSUE 1   •   MAY 2025   •   ISSN 3006-9890

INTERNSHIPS

The Bird Conservation Nepal Award is awarded by Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) to an individual or organization 
who has made significant contributions to bird conservation in Nepal. The award consists of a certificate and a cash 
prize. https://www.birdlifenepal.org/page/awards

The Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society Award is awarded by the Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society (SLWCS) 
to an individual or organization who has made outstanding contributions to wildlife conservation in Sri Lanka. The 
award consists of a plaque and a citation. https://www.slwcs.org/awards 

Bartels Science Illustration Internship: This internship is offered by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and involves 
creating illustrations of birds and other wildlife for scientific publications, exhibits, and education. The internship is 
open to Cornell undergraduates who would conduct the proposed project during the summer in collaboration with 
a Cornell Lab of Ornithology faculty or staff member. The internship duration and stipend are negotiable.
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/jobs/ 

Ornithology Internship: This internship is offered by the Georgia Museum of Natural History and involves working in 
the Ornithology Collection. The internship is open to students who are enrolled in BIOL, ECOL, or FNAR 4261 
(Museum of Natural History Internship) at the University of Georgia. The internship duration and credits are 
negotiable. https://gmnh.franklin.uga.edu/internship-information 

Wisconsin Society for Ornithology Volunteering opportunities: Seeking volunteers to help in various positions to 
transform into a more effective advocate for bird conservation. https://wsobirds.org/volunteer 
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We invite articles, book reviews, suggestions, and feedback for
publication in the upcoming edition of The IOU Flutter.

Contact:

Vidya Padmakumar (She/Her) Ph.D., MRSB, P.Biol., C.Biol.,
Editor

The IOU Flutter
Official magazine of the International Ornithologists’ Union 

vidyapkumar3@gmail.com
flutter@internationalornithology.org
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REACH OUT

The next deadline for IOU members’
submissions for The Flutter is

30th July 2025


