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Artificial light affects more than just the timing of song. It can indirectly impact communication efficiency. At night, 
ambient noise levels often decrease, potentially increasing the range and clarity of vocal signals. Urban birds may 
exploit this quieter nighttime environment to extend their calling periods, taking advantage of reduced acoustic 
competition. However, the long-term ecological consequences of such shifts remain uncertain. Changes in vocal timing 
could alter interactions between species, for example by creating temporal overlap between competitors that 
historically were active at different times.

The phenomenon also raises questions about evolutionary adaptation. Birds living in brightly lit urban centers 
may experience selective pressures favoring individuals that tolerate prolonged light exposure or can adjust their 
circadian rhythms. Over time, populations may undergo shifts in physiology, eye structure, or behavior to 
accommodate urban conditions. While these changes are likely subtle and gradual, they highlight the complex 
ways human-altered environments shape wildlife over multiple generations.

Light pollution is not unique to birds. Its effects are observed across taxa, influencing insects, amphibians, and 
mammals. Migratory birds often collide with illuminated structures, sometimes with fatal consequences, and 
nocturnal insects may fail to orient properly in artificially bright environments. 

The nocturnal chorus of urban birds exemplifies both resilience and vulnerability. While some species exploit 
artificial light to expand communication windows, others may face increased stress, energetic strain, or disrupted 
reproductive timing. Protecting the integrity of natural rhythms ensures that urban nights remain a sanctuary 
where the subtle songs of birds continue to resonate—an audible reminder of the delicate interplay between 
wildlife and human-altered environments.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

Reference:
Pease, B. S., & Gilbert, N. A. (2025). Light pollution prolongs avian activity. Science, 389(6762), 818-821. 
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Western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta)
Photo © Alan Murphy Photography
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Here are four new resources of interest to wetland scientists, 
practitioners, and educators working on White-winged Flufftail 
(Sarothrura ayresi) and high-elevation wetland conservation in Southern Africa:

OUTREACH RESOURCES

Best Practice Guidelines for High-Elevation Wetland and 
Peatland Management in Southern Africa

Wetlands deliver essential ecosystem services worth billions of Rands to replicate. Despite their economic value, 
they face ongoing threats worldwide. This is concerning for water-scarce regions like southern Africa, especially 
under climate change forecasts. High-elevation wetlands form part of the water towers in the upper reaches of our 
catchments that provide, support, and regulate water resources to many downstream users. While the impact of 
destroying wetlands is obvious, a more subtle impact is degradation through mismanagement. Scientific 
understanding of wetlands and their management has improved but remains inaccessible to those responsible for 
stewarding these ecosystems, primarily private and communal land users. BirdLife South Africa and partners have 
developed simplified and illustrated management guidelines for high-elevation wetlands (above 1 400 m) in 
southern Africa's mesic grassland regions. These guidelines are designed for land users (landowners, farmers, 
traditional authorities, protected area managers) and their advisors, providing practical knowledge to balance land 
use with wetland conservation, benefiting communities, future generations, and wildlife. 
Download: https://www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Wetland-Management-Guidelines-layout-pages.pdf

Dr Kyle J. Lloyd

Wetland Conservation Project Manager/Rockjumper Fellow of White-winged Flufftail Conservation
http://www.birdlife.org.za

We welcome case studies or feedback from those using these resources on the ground—whether in 
assessments, conservation planning, or outreach. If you’d like to share experiences for future issues, please 
contact the editor – flutter@internationalornithology.org 

New Avifaunal Specialist Guidelines Released for the White-winged Flufftail 

Guidelines for surveying and mitigating impacts on White-winged Flufftail in avifaunal assessments for 
development applications. The White-winged Flufftail (Sarothrura ayresi) is among the world's most threatened 
and elusive waterbirds. This globally Critically Endangered species breeds only in the high-elevation wetlands of 

South Africa and Ethiopia, with South Africa hosting the larger population along the Eastern Escarpment. 
These science-based guidelines provide avifaunal specialists and environmental practitioners with: 

Habitat suitability assessment - Desktop identification tools and in-field verification protocols Advanced 
surveying techniques - Motion-detection cameras and acoustic monitoring methods 

Mitigation strategies - Following the mitigation hierarchy, including buffer zone recommendations.
These guidelines are endorsed by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), reinforcing 

their importance for environmental impact assessments and biodiversity conservation in South Africa. We 
encourage avifaunal specialists and wetland practitioners to implement these guidelines in their assessments 

and share their results with us to safeguard the White-winged Flufftail.
Download:

https://www.birdlife.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Guidelines-for-surveying-and-mitigating-impacts-to-
White-winged-Flufftail-layout-pages.pdf
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Authors: Wolfgang Scherzinger & Theodor Mebs
Publisher: Bloomsbury, 2025
Pages: 416
ISBN: 978-1399410793

Scherzinger and Mebs present a comprehensive synthesis of Europe’s 13 owl 
species, offering detailed insights into their biology, behavior, and conservation. The 
text is enriched with over 300 photographs and illustrations, effectively capturing 
age and subspecific variations, as well as behavioral nuances. Up-to-date 
distribution maps and population estimates provide valuable data for researchers 
and conservationists. The inclusion of vocalization patterns, brood biology, and 
habitat requirements further enhances its utility as a reference work. This volume 
stands out as an essential resource for both field ornithologists and avian ecologists.

Author: Roger F. Pasquier
Publisher: Princeton University Press, 2025
Pages: 352
ISBN: 978-0691259968

Pasquier’s work delves into the underexplored domain of avian sleep, offering a 
global perspective on how birds rest, roost, and sleep. The book integrates findings 
from various studies, providing a cohesive understanding of sleep patterns across 
species. While the text is rich in scientific detail, some readers may find the 
presentation somewhat dense. Nonetheless, it serves as a valuable resource for 
researchers interested in the physiological and behavioral aspects of avian rest.

Dr. Vidya Padmakumar
Editor, The IOU Flutter
flutter@internationalornithology.org 

T H E  I O U  F L U T T E R

Owls of Europe: Biology, Identification and Conservation

Birds at Rest: The Behavior and Ecology of Avian Sleep

BOOK REVIEWS
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Ten Thousand Birds: Ornithology Since Darwin - Tim Birkhead, Jo 
Wimpenny & Bob Montgomerie
A sweeping history of ornithology across Europe, the Americas, and beyond — showing how bird 
science has evolved over the last 150 years.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780691151977 
Published: Feb 16, 2014
Copyright: 2014
Pages: 544

1

Living on the Wind: Across the Hemisphere with Migratory Birds — 
Scott Weidensaul
Tracks extraordinary migration routes across the Americas, blending ecology, field research, and 
conservation storytelling.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780865475915
Publisher: ‎ North Point Press
Publication date: ‎ April 15, 2000
Pages: 432

2

Neotropical Birds: Ecology and Conservation — Donald F. Stotz, 
John W. Fitzpatrick, Theodore A. Parker III, Debra K. Moskovits 
A cornerstone book on tropical bird diversity, community ecology, and conservation challenges 
across Latin America’s forests and savannas.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780226776309
Publisher: University of Chicago Press
Publication date: 1996
Number of pages: 502

3

Birds and People — Mark Cocker, photographs by David Tipling
Explores the cultural, historical, and ecological relationship between humans and birds across 
Europe and beyond, with stunning visuals.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780224081740
Publication date: September 1, 2013 
Number of pages: 704

4

Where the Animals Go: Tracking Wildlife with Technology in 50 
Maps and Graphics — James Cheshire & Oliver Uberti
Groundbreaking tracking of African birds like storks and cuckoos, showing how GPS and big data 
reveal migration and movement ecology.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780393634020
Publication date: September 19, 2017
Number of pages: 192

5

Top 10 Must-Read Bird Books
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Bird Minds: Cognition and Behaviour of Australian Native Birds — 
Gisela Kaplan
A deep dive into avian cognition and behavior with emphasis on Australian endemics, bridging 
into broader Asia-Pacific ornithology.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9781486300181
Publication date: 2015
Number of pages: 280

6

The Genius of Birds — Jennifer Ackerman
Significant case studies from New Caledonian crows, Australian fairy-wrens, and New Zealand kea 
giving a lively look into avian intelligence.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780399563126
Publisher: ‎ Penguin Books
Publication date: ‎ April 11, 2017
Number of pages: 352

7

The Birds of Heaven: Travels with Cranes — Peter Matthiessen 
A journey following cranes across Russia, China, India, and the Middle East, highlighting 
migration, spirituality, and conservation.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9781550548891
Publisher: ‎ Greystone Books
Publication date: ‎ January 1, 2001

8

Flight Paths: How a Passionate and Quirky Group of Pioneering 
Scientists Solved the Mystery of Bird Migration — Rebecca 
Heisman
Traces the history and science of migration research, focusing on the global flyways linking 
continents — especially Europe and Africa.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780063161146
Publisher: ‎ Harper
Publication date: ‎ March 14, 2023
Number of pages: 288

10

Top 10 Must-Read Bird Books

Arctic Wings: Birds of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge — 
Edited by Stephen Brown
Essays, research, and photography to showcase birdlife in the Arctic — a hub for migratory 
species from six continents.
Book Info -
ISBN: 9780898869767
Publisher: ‎ The Mountaineers Books
Publication date: ‎ June 14, 2006
Number of pages: 192

9
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IOU Members enjoy 30% discounts
on books by Pelagic Publishing

IOU Members enjoy 10% discount on the
following book by New Holland Publishers

IOU Members enjoy 20% discount on
the following Rosemary Low book through

her own bookshop 
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BOOK DISCOUNTS - Members only!

“A bird sitting on a tree is never
afraid of the branch breaking,

because her trust is not on the branch
but on her own wings.” — Anonymous

“

“
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Winged Migration (2001)
Directed by: Jacques Perrin, Jacques Cluzaud, Michel Debats 
Runtime: 1h 29min (Trailer) 

A landmark French documentary, Winged Migration follows bird 
species across all seven continents, filmed over four years with 
ultralight aircraft, balloons, and boats to capture aerial perspectives of 
flight. The scientific accuracy of migratory routes and challenges is 
commendable, though some sequences relied on imprinted birds for 
close filming, reducing the sense of wild spontaneity. Nevertheless, its 
depiction of weather, predation, and flock endurance remains 
unmatched, offering both ornithological substance and visual poetry.

Available on Apple TV, Netflix, Amazon, and other platforms.

1

A Birder’s Guide to Everything (2013) 
Directed by: Sally Aitken
Runtime: 1h 25min (Trailer)

This intimate documentary profiles hummingbird rehabilitator Terry 
Masear in Los Angeles, highlighting the delicate biology and 
behavioral nuances of North America’s smallest birds. The film excels 
in its detailed portrayal of feeding, injury, and recovery, combining 
rigorous observation with a human dimension of care and fragility. 
While its narrow focus may feel less sweeping than migration epics, its 
ornithological fidelity is high, and it elevates the everyday miracle of 
hummingbirds into a story of resilience and connection.

Available on YouTube, Apple TV and other platforms. 

2

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=UZkdWp3CB6Gk_QasloOQAg&q=A+Birder%E2%80%99s+Guide+to+Everything+watch+online

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=oJgdWuzVLYjF_QbJlICoBQ&q=the+big+year+watch+online

MOVIES

Must-Watch Bird Films
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Flamingos: Life After the Meteorite (2024)
Directed by: Maria Fernanda Rodríguez
Runtime: 1h 10min (Trailer)

Set in Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula, this visually striking documentary 
explores the breeding cycle of Caribbean Flamingos after habitat 
disruption. Courtship displays, synchronized nesting, and chick 
rearing are depicted with vivid fidelity, supported by accurate field 
soundscapes of lagoons and mudflats. The lyrical pacing occasionally 
slows momentum, but the film’s ornithological grounding is solid and 
offers a rare deep dive into a single iconic species’ ecology in a 
threatened landscape.

Screened at DocAviv and Latin American festivals.

Available on YouTube, Apple TV and other platforms. 

1

Called by Birds (2024)
Directed by: Johan Vermeulen
Runtime: 3 episodes, ~20min each (Online Release)

A South African short-form series linking ornithology with cultural 
history, Called by Birds integrates field footage with rock art, folklore, 
and human traditions. Bird behavior is accurately shown in the Cape 
Fold Mountains and fynbos, from foraging to vocalizations, while 
cultural narratives deepen the ecological story. Its brevity limits the 
range of species presented, yet the series excels in highlighting the 
intersection of science and heritage, expanding the scope of what a 
bird film can be.

Available free on YouTube (BirdLife South Africa).

2

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=UZkdWp3CB6Gk_QasloOQAg&q=A+Birder%E2%80%99s+Guide+to+Everything+watch+online

https://www.google.com/search?safe=off&ei=oJgdWuzVLYjF_QbJlICoBQ&q=the+big+year+watch+online

Must-Watch Bird Films



March 29, 2026 -
April 2, 2026

2026 IAATE Annual Conference, 
Cincinnati, Ohio

https://iaate.org/conferences/ 

Jan 29, 2026 - 
Feb 1, 2026

RED KITE
IV International Symposium

https://redkitesymposium2026.com/en

March 31, 2026 -
April 2, 2026

BOU 2026 Annual Conference, University 
of Nottingham, UK & Zoom & Bluesky

https://bou.org.uk/event/birds-and-
people-bou2026/ 

July 7-9, 2026 AFO and WOS Annual Meeting, 
New Port, Rhode Island

https://afowos2026.org/ 

August 3- 7, 2026 144th annual meeting of the American 
Ornithological Society (AOS), Amherst, 
Massachusetts

https://americanornithology.org/
meetings/annual-meeting/ 

September 7-11, 2026 4th World Seabird Conference in Hobart, 
Tasmania

https://worldseabirdunion.org/
world-seabird-conference/

September 17-20, 2026 WFO conference, Ashland, Oregon https://westernfieldornithologists.org/
conference/ 

November 29 - 
December 04 2026

XXIX International Ornithological 
Congress, Merida, Yucatan, Mexico

https://iocongress2026.com/ 
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2026

NOTICEBOARD

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

Be Sure to Register in Time

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION VOLUME 7   •   ISSUE 2   •   OCTOBER 2025   •   ISSN 3006-9890



T H E  I O U  F L U T T E R

VENUE & COURSE / WORKSHOP DETAILS FOR MORE INFORMATION

Aves Argentinas - Courses https://www.avesargentinas.org.ar/cursos 

Bird Alliance - Courses and Workshops https://birdalliance.in/ba-category/courses-workshops/ 

Bird Banding Opportunities https://www.westernbirdbanding.org/bird-banding-opportunities 

Bird Identification and Survey - Courses http://www.earthquestcanada.ca/Birdcourses.htm 

Bird Identification online course https://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/training/
online-courses/bird-identification-online-course/ 

Bird Keeping (Aviculture) https://www.acs.edu.au/courses/bird-keeping-
aviculture-707.aspx 

Bird Language Online Courses https://www.naturaliststudies.com/bird-language-
courses 

Bird Monitoring and Banding Workshops https://rpbo.org/what-we-do/training/bird-monitoring-
and-banding-workshop/ 

Birds Canada Workshops and Webinars https://www.birdscanada.org/discover-birds/training-
and-workshops 

Birds Queensland bird identification courses https://birdsqueensland.org.au/activities/courses/ 

BlackAFinSTEM - Webinars https://www.blackafinstem.com/virtual-2023 

British Trust for Ornithology Workshops https://www.bto.org/community/events 

https://donorbox.org/hbjuly29 

ITEC Birding Program https://itec-edu.org/itec-birding-program/ 

NABC Banding Workshop and Certification in Belize https://www.ecorana.ca/bird-banding-apprenticeship/

Nature Trails and Workshops - Bombay Natural 
History Society 

https://www.bnhs.org/nature-trails 

Raptor Research Foundation Workshops https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/current-
conference/workshops/ 

Training Directory: Identification and Field 
Survey Skills - Ornithology Short Courses

Vancouver Avian Research Centre - Workshops https://www.birdvancouver.com/bird-identification-
workshop/ 

WildResearch Workshops https://wildresearch.ca/training/ 

https://www.birdpop.org/pages/birdBandingClasses.php 

IBP-facilitated Beginner and Advanced banding classes https://www.birdpop.org/pages/birdBandingClasses.php 

Field Studies Council - Courses https://www.field-studies-council.org/courses-and-
experiences/subjects/birds-courses/ 
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Hummingbird Banding 

IBP-facilitated Beginner and Advanced banding classes

https://www.countryside-jobs.com/training/identification
-and-field-survey-skills-ornithology 

https://ornithologyexchange.org/forums/forum/151-workshops-short-courses-
and-other-training-opportunities/ 

For more information, visit 

COURSES, WORKSHOPS, AND WEBINARS
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Bird Conservancy of the Rockies - Job Opportunities https://www.birdconservancy.org/about-us/employment/ 

Birder Certification and jobs https://birdercertification.org/birding-projects.php 

BirdLife International - Careers https://www.birdlife.org/careers-hub/ 

Birds Canada Job opportunities https://www.birdscanada.org/about-us/job-opportunities 

Bombay Natural History Society Jobs https://www.bnhs.org/career 

Careers in Ecology and Ornithology - UK and Ireland https://www.rpsgroup.com/consulting-uki/careers-in-
ecology-and-ornithology/ 

Conservation Job Board https://www.conservationjobboard.com/ 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Job Opportunities https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/jobs/#staff 

Delta Waterfowl - Job Board https://deltawaterfowl.org/careers/ 

ECO Canada - Ornithology jobs https://eco.ca/new-practitioners/employment-support/
job-board/ 

Ecological Society of America Jobs https://www.esacareercenter.org/ 

Environmental Science Careers and Other Green Jobs https://jobs.environmentalscience.org/

National Wildlife Federation - Job Board https://www.nwf.org/Home/About-Us/Careers 

Ornithology Exchange Job Board https://ornithologyexchange.org/jobs/board/ 

Pacific Seabird Group Job Postings https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/category/news/
job-postings/ 

Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural 
History (SACON) - Job Board

https://www.sacon.in/careers/ 

Society for Conservation Biology Job Board https://careers.conbio.org/jobs/avian-ornithology/ 

The Wildlife Society Career Center https://careers.wildlife.org/home/ 

Wild Bird Trust - Careers https://www.wildbirdtrust.com/careers/all 

Work Cabin - Conservation Job Board  https://www.workcabin.ca/ 

Ornithological Societies of North America - Job Board https://www.bioblogia.net/2012/11/jobs-for-
ornithologists-osna.html 

Natural Resources Job Board https://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/job-board/ 

National Audubon Society - Job Opportunities https://careers-audubon.icims.com/jobs/ 
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DETAILS FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://ornithologyexchange.org/jobs/board/ 

For more information, visit 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
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GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

APPLY NOW
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AAV Wild Bird Health Research Fund from the Association of Avian Veterinarians supports research projects that 
have a direct impact on the health and welfare of wild birds. The award amount is up to $5,000 and the application 
deadline is 1 February each year. https://www.aav.org/page/research 

ABC Conservation Awards from the African Bird Club support small and medium-sized bird conservation projects in 
Africa. Applicants should normally be resident in Africa. The award amount is up to £1,500 and the application 
deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year.
https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation/awards 

ABC Expedition Award from the African Bird Club supports expeditions that take place within continental Africa or 
adjacent islands, with a strong base in conservation and birds. The award amount is up to £2,000 and the application 
deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year.
https://www.africanbirdclub.org/conservation/expeditions 

The Atlas Fund Scholarships are travel grants offered by the Québec Breeding Bird Atlas to experienced volunteer 
birdwatchers who survey remote squares in northern Québec. The amount granted for a project usually varies 
between $1,000 and $3,000. https://www.quebecoiseaux.org/fr/fonds-atlas 

Birds Australia Research Grants from BirdLife Australia support research projects that contribute to the conservation 
of Australian birds and their habitats. The award amount ranges from $1,000 to $5,000 and the application deadline 
is 31 March each year. https://birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/grants 

Conference attendance grants from the BOU support students and early career researchers to attend international 
ornithological conferences. The award amount is up to £500 and the application deadlines vary depending on the 
conference. https://bou.org.uk/funding/conference-attendance-grants/ 

Colorado Field Ornithologists Youth Scholarships provide financial help to young Colorado birders to attend 
summer camps, workshops, and training programs that introduce them to science and nature through the study of 
birds. Scholarships typically range from $200-$800.
https://cobirds.org/grants-scholarships/#application-information 

Craig S. Harrison Conservation Fund - to advance the conservation of seabirds by providing funds or supplies to 
individuals from developing countries as well as those from elsewhere working in those developing countries 
primarily in or bordering the Pacific Ocean.
https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/grants/general-instructions/

The E. Alexander Bergstrom Memorial Research Award from the Association of Field Ornithologists (AFO) supports 
field studies of birds by helping to support research or analyses. The award amount is up to $2,500 and the 
application deadline is 15 February each year. https://afonet.org/grants-awards/bergstrom-award/ 

Holsworth Wildlife Research Endowment from the Ecological Society of Australia supports postgraduate students 
to conduct research in ecology, wildlife management, and natural history studies. The award amount is up to $7,500 
and the application deadlines are 31 March and 31 August each year. 
https://www.ecolsoc.org.au/awards-and-prizes/holsworth-wildlife-research-endowment 
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In collaboration with The International Ornithologists' Union (IOU), Hunan Global Messenger Technology Co., Ltd 
(Henceforth 'Global Messenger') is offering the Global Messenger Equipment Grants for animal tracking equipment 
to bird researchers. Each grant is for five tracking devices, which researchers may select from the current list of 
tracking devices available. Each grant will amount to approximately $5000 in retail value.  
https://ousurvey.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iPqYhWkhyXPCHI 

The Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund supports projects that focus on individual species conservation 
initiatives, recognize leaders in the field, and elevate the importance of species in the broader conservation debate. 
The award amount is up to $25,000 and the application deadlines are 28 February, 30 June, and 31 October each year. 
https://www.speciesconservation.org/grants/ 

Norman Wettenhall Foundation Small Environmental Grant Scheme supports groups or individuals undertaking 
projects that will make a positive difference to the natural living environment in Australia. The award amount is up to 
$10,000 and the application deadlines are quarterly. https://nwf.org.au/grants/small-environmental-grants/ 

The Oregon Fund for Ornithology is a grant program that supports projects related to the study, education, and 
conservation of birds and birding in Oregon. The fund offers up to $1,000 for each project that aligns with OBA’s 
mission. https://oregonbirding.org/oregon-fund-for-ornithology/ 

OSME Conservation Fund from the Ornithological Society of the Middle East, the Caucasus, and Central Asia 
supports bird conservation projects in the OSME region, which includes parts of East Asia such as Mongolia, China, 
and Japan. The award amount is up to £2,000 and the application deadlines are 31 January and 31 July each year. 
https://osme.org/grants/conservation-fund/ 

Rufford Small Grants for Nature Conservation support small nature/biodiversity conservation projects and pilot 
programs in developing countries. The award amount is up to £8,000 and the application deadline is continuous. 
https://www.rufford.org/apply-for-grant 

Each year the Society for Northwestern Vertebrate Biology (SNVB) provides one scholarship of up to $1000 to an 
undergraduate or graduate student conducting vertebrate research within the geographic scope of the society: 
northwestern North America west of the Great Plains and north of the Mojave Desert. SNVB is offering two $1000 
scholarships now. http://thesnvb.org/scholarship/ 

Student Research Grant seeks to aid student-led research in the promotion of up-and-coming scholar members of 
the Pacific Seabird Group. The PSG Student Research Grant typically funds at least three grants, one grant per degree 
level (bachelor, master, doctoral). Past grant awards were between $500 and $1000.
https://pacificseabirdgroup.org/student-research-grant/ 

Texas Ornithological Society awards research grants each year to researchers and graduate students studying the 
birds of Texas. https://www.texasbirds.org/about-tos/grants/ 

The Tropical Biology Association Small Grant Scheme supports TBA alumni groups to assist them with their 
conservation projects and to strengthen their proficiency in natural resource management and research. They are 
particularly interested in innovative ideas and approaches that will lead to real outcomes. The award amount is up to 
£2,300 and the application deadline is 30 April each year. 
https://www.tropical-biology.org/opportunities/tba-small-grants/ 

The Waterbird Society awards grants for research in the science and conservation of waterbirds. 
https://waterbirds.org/research-grants/ 

Western Bird Banding Association offers up to two $500-1,000 grants each year, usually one for research and the 
other for monitoring, for individuals and/or organizations engaged in projects in the New World using marked birds.
https://www.westernbirdbanding.org/research-grants 

The Wisconsin Society for Ornithology sponsors several grants to support ornithological research by students and 
professionals, promote the study of birds by youth, enhance our knowledge of Wisconsin wetlands, and implement 
shorebird management activities. https://wsobirds.org/what-we-do/grants 

The Yukon Bird Club Conservation Scholarship is an annual award of $500 for a Yukon University student who 
demonstrates interest and motivation in environmental conservation related to birds and their habitats.
https://yukonbirds.ca/yukon-bird-club-conservation-scholarship/ 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is a reasonably up-to-date database of recurring grants, awards, prizes, scholarships, 
fellowships, etc. in the field of ornithology. For more information, 
visit https://ornithologyexchange.org/ 
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The Andersen Memorial Award for Raptor Research is given by the Raptor Research Foundation to the best student 
oral and poster presentations at their annual meeting. The award can only be given to a student once per degree and 
the student must be the senior author and presenter of the paper or poster. The poster award receives $175 and 1 
year of free membership to RRF. https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/grants-awards/andersen-memorial-award/ 

The James R. Koplin Travel Award is an award given by the Raptor Research Foundation (RRF) to up to six students 
who are the senior authors and presenters of a paper or poster to be presented at the RRF meeting for which travel 
funds are requested. The award includes up to $500 and a free 1-year membership to RRF. The application deadline 
is the same as the abstract submission deadline for the RRF meeting.
https://raptorresearchfoundation.org/grants-awards/koplin-travel-award/ 

The William Brewster Memorial Award is given each year to the author or coauthors of the most meritorious body 
of work on birds of the Western Hemisphere published during the past ten years. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/william-brewster-memorial-award/ 

The Loye and Alden Miller Research Award is given for lifetime achievement in ornithological research. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/loye-and-alden-miller-research-award/ 

The Elliott Coues Award recognizes outstanding and innovative contributions to ornithological research, regardless 
of the geographic location of the work.
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/elliott-coues-award/ 

The Ralph W. Schreiber Conservation Award recognizes extraordinary scientific contributions to the conservation, 
restoration, or preservation of birds and/or their habitats. 
https://americanornithology.org/awards-grants/awards-scholarships/ralph-w-schreiber-conservation-award/ 

The CFO Awards are annual awards given by the Colorado Field Ornithologists (CFO) to honor individuals and 
organizations for their service to Colorado’s avian diversity. The awards are presented at the CFO annual convention, 
which will be held jointly with the Western Field Ornithologists (WFO). https://cobirds.org/awards/ 

The Doris Heustis Speirs Award is presented annually to an individual who has made outstanding lifetime 
contributions to Canadian ornithology. https://www.sco-soc.ca/doris-heustis-speirs-award 

The Jamie Smith Memorial Mentoring Award honors established ornithologists from academia, industry, 
non-government, or government agencies in recognition of excellence in mentoring a new generation of 
professional or amateur biologists. https://www.sco-soc.ca/jamie-smith-memorial-mentoring-award

The Early Career Researcher Award honors fledgling ornithologists from academia, industry, and non-government 
or government agencies who show strong potential for future leadership in Canadian ornithology. 
https://www.sco-soc.ca/early-career-researcher-award 

The Taverner Awards are awarded annually to those with limited or no access to major funding, regardless of 
professional status, who are undertaking ornithological work in Canada. https://www.sco-soc.ca/taverner-awards 

The Franz Haffer Award is given to an individual who has made a significant and long-term contribution to the study 
of Neotropical birds. The award consists of a plaque and a lifetime membership to the Neotropical Ornithological 
Society (NOS). https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/franz-haffer-award/. 

The John Terborgh Award is given to an individual who has made a significant contribution to the conservation of 
Neotropical birds and their habitats. The award consists of a plaque and a lifetime membership to the Neotropical 
Ornithological Society (NOS). https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/john-terborgh-award/. 

The Ned K. Johnson Young Investigator Award is given to an early-career researcher who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the study of Neotropical birds. The award consists of a plaque, a cash prize, and a one-year 
membership to the Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS). 
https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/ned-k-johnson-young-investigator-award/. 

The Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS) Student Awards are given to students who present outstanding oral 
or poster presentations at the biennial  Neotropical Ornithological Society (NOS) congress. The awards consist of 
certificates and cash prizes. https://www.neotropicalornithology.org/nos-student-awards/. 

The F.M. Bailey Lifetime Achievement Award is an award given by the New Mexico Ornithological Society (NMOS) 
to recognize individuals who have made significant lifetime contributions to New Mexico’s ornithological knowledge, 
the promotion of the value of birds, both aesthetic and economic, effective conservation of the state’s avifauna, 
and/or the NMOS. http://www.nmbirds.org/fmbailey-award/ 

49

AMERICAS

AWARDS



T H E  I O U  F L U T T E R

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGISTS’ UNION VOLUME 7   •   ISSUE 2   •   OCTOBER 2025   •   ISSN 3006-9890

The Waterbird Society awards individuals for outstanding contributions to waterbird science, exemplary service to 
the Society, and students for excellence in presentations and assistance for travel to the annual meetings.
https://waterbirds.org/awards/ 

The EOU Awards are awarded by the European Ornithologists’ Union (EOU) to recognize outstanding contributions 
to ornithology in Europe. Some of the awards are the EOU Medal, the EOU Early Career Researcher Award, the EOU 
Outstanding Service Award, and the EOU Student Award. https://eounion.org/awards/. 

The Marsh Awards for Ornithology are awarded by the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) to recognize individuals 
who have made significant contributions to ornithological research, conservation, or communication in the UK or 
abroad. Some of the awards are the Marsh Award for Ornithology, the Marsh Award for International Ornithology, 
the Marsh Award for Local Ornithology, and the Marsh Award for Innovative Ornithology. 
https://bto.org/community/grants-and-funding/marsh-awards. 

The BOU Awards are awarded by the British Ornithologists’ Union (BOU) to support ornithological research and 
communication in various ways. Some of the awards are the BOU Career Development Bursary, the BOU Small 
Research Grants, the BOU Conference Bursaries, and the BOU Science Communication Award. 
https://www.bou.org.uk/grants-and-bursaries/. 

The DO-G Awards are awarded by the German Ornithologists’ Society (DO-G) to honor outstanding achievements in 
ornithology. Some of the awards are the Erwin Stresemann Prize, the Wolfgang Makatsch Medal, and the DO-G 
Poster Prize. https://www.do-g.de/en/awards/. 

The NOF Awards are awarded by the Nordic Society Oikos (NOF) to acknowledge excellence in ornithological 
research and communication in Scandinavia. Some of the awards are the NOF Honorary Membership, the NOF Best 
Paper Award, and the NOF Best Student Presentation Award. https://www.nordic-society-oikos.org/awards.

The D. L. Serventy Medal is awarded by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (BirdLife Australia) to a person 
who has rendered outstanding service to ornithology in the Australasian region. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/d-l-serventy-medal

The John Hobbs Medal is awarded by the Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union (BirdLife Australia) to a person who 
has made an outstanding contribution to ornithological research in the Australasian region. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/john-hobbs-medal 

The W. Roy Wheeler Medallion is awarded by Bird Observation and Conservation Australia (BOCA) to a person who 
has made an outstanding contribution to ornithology in Australia. 
https://www.birdlife.org.au/who-we-are/our-organisation/awards-scholarships/w-roy-wheeler-medallion

The S.G. ‘Bill’ Lane Award is awarded by Charles Sturt University (CSU) to a person who has made an outstanding 
contribution to ornithology in Australia or internationally.  
https://about.csu.edu.au/community/graham-centre/news-events/news/news-archive/2019-news/s-g-bill-lane-aw
ard-for-excellence-in-ornithology 

The Robert Falla Memorial Award is awarded by the Ornithological Society of New Zealand (OSNZ) to recognize 
individuals or groups who have made outstanding contributions towards ornithology and conservation in New 
Zealand or the South Pacific region. https://www.osnz.org.nz/robert-falla-memorial-award 

The ABC Conservation Awards are awarded by the African Bird Club (ABC) to support small and medium-sized 
conservation projects in Africa. https://www.africanbirdclub.org/projects/conservation-fund.

The ABC Expedition Award is awarded by the African Bird Club (ABC) to support expeditions that contribute 
significantly to knowledge of African birds. https://www.africanbirdclub.org/projects/expedition-fund. 

The Salim Ali National Award for Nature Conservation is awarded by the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) to 
an individual who has made significant contributions to nature conservation in India. The award is named after Salim 
Ali, a renowned Indian ornithologist and naturalist. 
https://bnhs.org/awards/salim-ali-national-award-for-nature-conservation/ 

The Salim Ali Award for Ornithology is awarded by the Indian National Science Academy (INSA) to an individual who 
has made outstanding contributions to ornithology in India. The award is also named after Salim Ali and consists of a 
medal and a citation. https://www.insaindia.res.in/awards.php?award_id=18 

The Yamashina Yoshimaro Award is awarded by the Yamashina Institute for Ornithology (YIO) to an individual who 
has made remarkable achievements in ornithology or related fields in Japan or abroad. The award is named after 
Yamashina Yoshimaro, a Japanese ornithologist and founder of YIO. 
https://www.yamashina.or.jp/english/award.html 
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INTERNSHIPS

The Bird Conservation Nepal Award is awarded by Bird Conservation Nepal (BCN) to an individual or organization 
who has made significant contributions to bird conservation in Nepal. The award consists of a certificate and a cash 
prize. https://www.birdlifenepal.org/page/awards

The Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society Award is awarded by the Sri Lanka Wildlife Conservation Society (SLWCS) 
to an individual or organization who has made outstanding contributions to wildlife conservation in Sri Lanka. The 
award consists of a plaque and a citation. https://www.slwcs.org/awards 

Bartels Science Illustration Internship: This internship is offered by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and involves 
creating illustrations of birds and other wildlife for scientific publications, exhibits, and education. The internship is 
open to Cornell undergraduates who would conduct the proposed project during the summer in collaboration with 
a Cornell Lab of Ornithology faculty or staff member. The internship duration and stipend are negotiable.
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/jobs/ 

Ornithology Internship: This internship is offered by the Georgia Museum of Natural History and involves working in 
the Ornithology Collection. The internship is open to students who are enrolled in BIOL, ECOL, or FNAR 4261 
(Museum of Natural History Internship) at the University of Georgia. The internship duration and credits are 
negotiable. https://gmnh.franklin.uga.edu/internship-information 

Wisconsin Society for Ornithology Volunteering opportunities: Seeking volunteers to help in various positions to 
transform into a more effective advocate for bird conservation. https://wsobirds.org/volunteer 
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We invite articles, book reviews, suggestions, and feedback for
publication in the upcoming edition of The IOU Flutter.

Contact:

Vidya Padmakumar (She/Her) Ph.D., MRSB, P.Biol., C.Biol.,
Editor

The IOU Flutter
Official magazine of the International Ornithologists’ Union 

vidyapkumar3@gmail.com
flutter@internationalornithology.org
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REACH OUT

The next deadline for IOU members’
submissions for The Flutter is

30th December 2025
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2030 Congress 
BIDS NOW OPEN!
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